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Writers Festival wraps up with
record attendance

More than 14,000 people flocked to Granville Island for the 21st
annual Vancouver International Writers & Readers Festival, breaking
all previous attendance records.

“We are thrilled by the audience response this year, which was even
greater than last year's,” says Hal Wake, the Festival's artistic director.
“There’s no question that this Festival is a favourite for Vancouver
and is drawing increasing attention among writers and readers
everywhere.”

One hundred Canadian and international authors appeared in 70
events, coming to Vancouver from Australia, the UK, Ireland, the US,
France, Germany, Holland, South Korea, New Zealand, China, South
Africa and India. Internationally acclaimed Canadian authors were
also in abundance. “We were encouraged by last year's attendance
figures to try new ideas and new locations again this year,” say Wake,
“and readers showed us that they wanted that. Our late Saturday
night event in a bar on Granville Island was sold out well in advance,
just like our traditionally popular events. We held more events than
ever before, and people came out in huge numbers.”

The Writers Festival ended with the Duthie Lecture, and a discussion
by Ronald Wright about American politics, touching on a theme that
permeated several of the Festival events in the days leading up to the
US election.

(Top row from left) Ursula Le Guin, Sharon Olds, Leonie Swann (Middle) Ivan E. Coyote, Kinnie Starr, Mlles Merrill,
(Bottom) Peter Matthiessen, Willie Vlautin and friends. Photo: Chris Cameron
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Rookie Writer 2008

Grade 12 student Ryan Faliszewski of Semiahmoo Secondary School
is the winner of this year's Rookie Writer contest for his poem The
Pumpkin King. More than 2500 students from around the Lower
Mainland participated in the contest, which was sponsored by CBC
Radio. Grades 8 - 12 winners spent a day at CBC's Radio Drama
studios, creating radio performances based on their entries, which
aired across BC on CBC's North by Northwest. Ryan’s class attended
a Festival event as part of his prize and all winners received a
complete boxed set of Harry Potter books (with signed book plates!)
courtesy of Raincoast Books. You can read The Pumpkin King on the
VIWF website (www.writersfest.bc.ca/schools).

Boyden Wins Scotiabank Giller Prize

Congratulations to Métis author Joseph Boyden, the winner of the
15th annual Scotiabank Giller Prize for Through Black Spruce, his
novel about contemporary aboriginal life. Boyden's appearances at
the Festival won rave reviews.

Joseph Boyden does his best moose call. Photo: Chris Cameron

The Vancouver International Writers
Festival and Knopf Canada present
Mary Lou Finlay, former host of As It
Happens, in an on-stage interview with
Hal Wake on Wednesday, November
26, at UBC's Frederic Wood Theatre.
The Vancouver Sun writes that Finlay's
new book, The As It Happens Files:
Radio That May Contain Nuts is a
collection of “quirky short pieces and
thoughtful ruminations on pressing world issues.” Tickets are on sale
through VancouverTix - 604.629.8849 or www.vancouvertix.com.

Photo: CBC

For on-the-ground Festival reports, check out the newest addition to the VIWF website—the Festival blog. www.writersfest.bc.ca




Thank You

The Vancouver International Writers Festival greatly appreciates
the support of our sponsors, funders and donors
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2008 Festival Volunteers

Thank you to the 280 wonderful volunteers who lent their time and
talents to this year’s Vancouver International Writers Festival!
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Camilla Tibbs joins
VIWF team

Camilla Tibbs is the new general manager of
the Vancouver International Writers Festival.
Camilla took over the GM job just two weeks
before the launch of this year’s Festival,
replacing Aletha Humphreys. Camilla has an
extensive background in arts management,
primarily in classical music and theatre
and was most recently general manager
of Touchstone Theatre. She has a degree
in English literature and is pleased to be
returning to her “literary roots”.
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spreading the word

Students from Lucerne Elementary/Secondary Photo: llona Beiks

More than 7600 students attended 34 events for schools with
writers from around the world at the Vancouver International
Writers Festival this year, including students from Lucerne
Elementary/Secondary in New Denver, who made the trek to
Vancouver to take in an event with Marie-Louise Gay and David
Homel. La Joie de Lire events in French featured writers from
Québec, Saskatchewan and France. Geoffroy de Pennart from
France was a particular hit, especially when he demonstrated the
evolution of the illustrations in his book.

Writer In Residence

Following the wrap of this year’s Festival, Québec authors David
Homel and Marie-Louise Gay made their way to Port Alberni on
Vancouver lIsland where David spent five days as Writer-in-
Residence at Port Alberni Secondary School, mentoring a Grade
ten English class every day for the week. Between the two of
them, David and Marie-Louise visited eight classes at PASS and
four classes at local elementary schools, inspiring young readers
and writers from grades three to eleven. Marie-Louise also
worked with a Family Studies 11 class in a workshop format for
two consecutive classes.

“The students think this was a worthwhile experience and
enjoyed meeting and working with David and Marie-Louise
very much.” Lizabeth Bill, Teacher-Librarian, Port Alberni
Secondary School.

The Writer in Residence program is sponsored by BC Transmis-
sion Corporation and supported by the Michael R. Shaw
Outreach Program.

David Homel and Marie-Louise Gay. Photo: Chris Cameron

Spotlight on
Jab Sidhoo

Vancouver businessman and philanthro-
pist Ajaib (Jab) Sidhoo has been an enthu-
siastic supporter of the Vancouver Interna-
tional Writers Festival since 2002. His
support for the Festival has taken many
forms - as a corporate sponsor and donor
through his family’s company (East India
Carpets), as a Gala attendee and MOSt  amitave Ghosh and Jab Sidhoo
recently as a major donor to the Alma Lee Phote:Chris Cameron

Legacy Fund. In 2007 Jab’s generous donation to the fund helped the
Writers Festival reach its endowment fund goal of $350,000.

VIWF Artistic Director Hal Wake says, “Jab’s donation helped us get
matching funds from the provincial and federal governments that
have really boosted the endowment. In addition, his donation helps
us bring writers who we might not otherwise be able to afford. In
honour of Jab’s South Asian heritage, we try to connect his donation
to writers of Indian heritage. In 2007 it was Kiran Desai, and this
October we presented Booker nominated author Amitav Ghosh. We
are very grateful to Jab for helping making this possible.”

Jab Sidhoo is a donor to many other local charities and to a village
school in India, where his contribution has had particular success
with encouraging girls to get an education. He recognizes the impor-
tance that reading and writing plays in ensuring students succeed.

In 2006 the Vancouver International Writers Festival created an
endowment fund celebrating the accomplishments of its founder,
Alma Lee. The fund has grown to over $867,241, thanks to many
generous donations from individuals and matching contributions
from our government partners: the Province of BC through the BC
Arts Renaissance Fund and the Department of Canadian Heritage.

Shaun Tan, Deborah Ellis. Photo: Chris Cameron

Reading with Writers

This fall Festival authors Deborah Ellis, Marie-Louise Gay, David
Homel, Cary Fagan, Hazel Hutchins, Elizabeth Knox, Jean Little,
Melanie Little, Miles Merrill, Geoffroy de Pennart, Mariko
Tamaki, Shaun Tan and Eric Walters visited Lower Mainland
inner city schools through the Reading with Writers program. This
program, which is sponsored by HSBC Bank Canada and
supported by the Raise-a-Reader fund, sends writers to inner city
classrooms to inspire young readers and writers.

“On behalf of my grade 7 class | want to thank you for the wonder-
ful visit with Deborah Ellis. My students had read some of her
books just prior to her coming and were just thrilled with meeting
her. Deborah was amazing to listen to. The students greatly
benefited from the experience. It's been a few days and they are
still talking about it (and reading her books!). We have a photo of
her and the class up on the board to remind of us her visit.”

Diane Mawson Norgate Elementary, North Vancouver
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The Vancouver International Writers Festival strives to
encourage an appreciation of the written word and to
promote literacy by providing a forum where readers and
writers can meet. We produce special events and an
annual Festival featuring Canadian and international
writers for readers of all ages.

Artistic Director: Hal Wake

Founding Artistic Director: Alma Lee
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Writer Services Co-ordinator: Clea Young
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Chair: Leslie Hurtig
Vice-Chair: Kathryn Shoemaker
Secretary: Jim Mayhew
Treasurer: Mark Eldridge
Members: Kelli Bodnar, Anne Giardini, Shirley Lew,
Ebie Pitfield, Rod Scheuerman, Kim Thorne, Jan Whitford

PRIVACY POLICY

The Vancouver International Writers Festival is committed
to protecting the privacy of our members and patrons. We
will not trade or sell your contact information to other
businesses or organizations.

2008 Donors

The Vancouver International Writers Festival thanks
these individuals for their generous support

INDIVIDUAL SUPPORT
Bestseller
Ebie & lan Pitfield, Kip Woodward, Anonymous (1)

Special Edition
David Bowra, Brenda & Mike O’Keefe , Jan Whitford &
Michael Stevenson

Limited Edition

Kevin Eldridge & Tina Cicchetti, Yulanda & Mobh Faris,
Colin & Helen Harris, Leslie Hurtig & Doran Chandler,
Lorraine Marshall, Joanne & David McDonald, Sheahan &
Gerald McGavin, Warren & Diana Mitchell, Ralph Sayle,
Bonnie & Don Sheldon, Kathryn Shoemaker, William &
Carol Slater, Graham Stanley, lan & Janie Strang, Andrew
& Yasmeen Strang

First Edition

Maureen Attwell, Heather Bray, Marilyn Cassady, Tennyson
Choo, Dianne & Derek Cook, Cynthia Davis, Reema Faris,
Jane Galvin, Anne & Tony Giardini, Roslyn Goldner,
Elizabeth Hay, Violet Hughes, Aima Lee, Shirley Lew &
Lachlan Murray, Judy McFarlane, Barbara Mclntyre, Drew
McVittie, Arne Olsen, Don Prior, June & Hugh Richardson,
Nancy Richler, Mary Robertson, Ursula & J. Ross Southam,
Diane M. Stuart, Hal Wake, Paul Whitney, Blake Wilson,
Daniel B. Wilson, William & Carol Woodson, Anonymous (1)

New Edition

Joy Alexander, John & Jean Anderson, Peter & Kathy
Armstrong, Sarah Armstrong, Ted Askew, Margaret
Atwood, Catherine Barrett, Elizabeth & Strachan Birnie,
Robin Blaser, Kelli Bodnar, Cathleen Boyle, Val & Richard
Bradshaw, Holly Bright, Alix & Alan Brown, Cindy & Jamie
Bruce, Ann & Frank Buffam, Allan & Sherry Buium, Trevor
Carolan, Ann & Mike Carroll, Lorna & Cliff Chan-Yan,
Nicola Chevallier, Ethel Coffin, Judith Coffin, Joy Coghill
Thorne, Hilde Colenbrander, David Conlin, Lynn Copeland,
Marci Hotsenpiller, Patricia Crowe, Carol Dale, Don
Davidson, Allan Dawson, Barbara Dawson, Nancy & Bill
Dickson, Robert Drummond, Jane Durante, Reema Faris,
Finola Finlay, Darlene Fischer, Greg Fitch, Cecelia & John
Fraser, Scott Fraser, Sarah Galashan, Judy Gale, Barbara
Gelfant, Michael Geller, Crissy George, Morva
Glynn-Gowans, llene & Michael Gordon, Barbara Gowdy,
Eve Griblin, Alex Hamer, Sholto & Shirley Hebenton, Lise
Henderson, Holly Hendrigan, Kathleen Hilton, Bill &
Heather Holmes, Richard Hopkins, Karen Howe, Sue
Hurd, Sue Innes, Joan Irwin, William & Geri Jarvis, Naimh
Kelly, Angela Kenyon, Sheila King, Bill & Stephanie Lang,
Melanie Last, Glenn Laufer, Johanne Leach, James Leslie,
Aileen Lord, Gloria Loree, Karin Lypkie, John & Marian
MacFarlane, Suzanne MacGregor, Peter & Lucy MacKay,
Douglas MacLaren, John Madden, Deviani Maher, Gautam
Malkani, Margaret Mason, John Masterson, Jim & Joan
Mayhew, Carol McClelland, Marlene McDonald, Pat
Mclntosh, Scott & Corky Mclintyre, Harvey McKinnon,
Nicola McLaren, George & Angela McWhirter, Deborah
Matheson, Marie Mervyn, Sandra Moe, Jane Moloughney,
Ginny & Steve Mulhall, Michael Myers, Kathy Neilson &
Bill Hopkins, William & Margaret New, Brad Newby,
Leonard Polsky, Marion Porath, Beverley Price, Lonnie &
Susan Propas, RAOR Bookclub, Roger Rizzo, Judy & David
Rodger, Janine Root, Jack & Jenny Rootman, Ross Rudolph,
Shaundehl Runka, Anita & Guenter Salchert, Colleen
MacMillan & Rob Sanders, Rod Scheuerman, Sandra
Schwartz, Andrea Seale, Esther Shannon, Pippa Shepherd,
Kathy Simas, Rick Spaulding & Laurel Mayall, Barbara I.
Stafford, Joyce Statton, Karen Stewart, Linda Stieler &
Barry Johnson, Camilla Tibbs, Deborah Torkko, Mary
Vickers, Betty Vincent, Sandra & Lee Vishloff, Jerry
Wasserman, Ray Weremczuk, Lorne T. Wickerson, Richard
Wozny, Rachel Wyatt, Patricia & Terence Young,
Anonymous (6)

Aeroplan Miles without Borders Donors
Gail Brown, James Buium, Sharron Buium, Lise Henderson,
Sandra Millard, Patty Montpellier, Mary Schendlinger
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AND KNOPF CANADA PRESENT

THE FORMER HOST OF CBC'S AS IT HAPPENS
TALKS TO HAL WAKE ABOUT HER NEW BOOK,
THE AS IT HAPPENS FILES.

PHOTO ©CBC

Frederic Wood Theatre
University of British Columbia,
6354 Crescent Road

Tlckets.$715 / $13 students and seniors.

Tickets through Vancouver Tix: www.vancouvertix.com
604.629.VTIX [604.629.8849].
Vancouver Tix surcharges will apply.

Info: www.writersfest.bc.ca 604.681.6330
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 KNOPF CANADA

The Vancouver International Writers Festival's
Literati Gala raised $24,000 for Spreading the
Word program for BC schools.
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